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Price: currently 10p per copy (£1.20 per 
year). From 1 April 1986 20p per copy 
or £2 per year subscription. Any 
contribution towards the high cost of 
postage will be gratefully accepted. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover picture 

The Guild Church, All Hallows, where the 
Tubby Clayton Centenary Service took 
place in December. 
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In an age now when class barriers are nothing like as rigid as they were, it is 
sometimes difficult for us to realise just how radical was the strange experiment that 
took place in Talbot House. It was unique, and revolutionary, and may even have been 
considered by some as downright subversive. After all, how could Army discipline 
survive in the face of such fraternisation between ranks? In the event, this experiment 
in real Christian fellowship led to an enhancement of mutual respect between men, but 
there were no guarantees that it would, and at the outset it must have been genuinely 


risky and revolutionary. 


This concept of ‘mixing men’ has remained at the heart of Toc H ever since, 
and it is only when we play safe and avoid risk that we lose our energy and dynamism. 
Writing in 1925, the first Administrator, Peter Monie said ‘We are deliberately trying 
to build it up of people naturally so discordant, so discrepant, that without Christ the 
thing would fight itself to pieces? The mixture was not just a desirable adjunct to 
Toc H — it was at the very heart of it, and was sought for. The current tendency to 
look for the sort of people who we feel would fit in is understandable, but seems to 
contradict the emphasis on building a collection of unlikely bedfellows. All too often 
one hears of Branches seeking ‘the Toc H type’, and it is natural that we tend to look 
first at those we think would fit easily, but if we leave it at that we sell Toc H short. 
The excitement of life in Toc H does not consist of what we do — many thousands of 
people meet socially and engage in voluntary work together and say their prayers 
together and laugh together — it is the make-up of the Branch or the Group that makes 
it distinctive Toc H. Of course it isn’t easy to attract, and then hold, such a disparate 
fellowship but then, as the Founder himself said ‘Ease is no indication of God’s will’ 
It isn’t easy, but there are thousands of members of Toc H who will agree that the 
oe ae ae about their Toc H journey has been the relationships that they 
possible with people they would never otherwise have met. 


And the experiment in which we 
further back than Talbot House. 
justifiable to call this the Christian way 


claim to be involved has its roots much, much 


Diary ofaHoliday — | 


During August the Broadland District ran 
a new Toc H Project in Lowestoft. The 
purpose was to run a one-week summer 
playscheme for selected mentally 
handicapped children from the Warren 
Special School in Oulton Broad. 


Many children find the long summer 
holidays boring, and mentally 
handicapped children — ‘children with 
special needs’ as they are sometimes 
termed — are not exempt from this 
problem. In fact, the need can be greater 
because they may need more individual 
attention and the strain on the family is 
increased in proportion. The aim was to 
run a summer playscheme with one-to- 
one supervision and care, with an ‘out 
and about’ emphasis. 


The following extracts are from the 
report of the Camp Leader, Martin 
Rivett. 


‘The Volunteers — We had ten children 
and 12 volunteers each day. Of these, 11 
were the project volunteers and the 12th 


each day a second driver. The 11 
permanent volunteers were: 
Martin — the project leader — an 


optometrist from South Lowestoft; 


Claire — the co-leader — who works with 
the Norwich Union in Norwich; 

Neil — an electronics apprentice from 
Newbury; 

David — a systems analyst from Stafford; 

Mark — a gardener from Norwich; 


Mandy — an office assistant from 
Thetford; 

Vicky — at sixth form college in 
Dereham; 


Lesley — from Rugby, but a student at 
the University of Technology in 
Loughborough; 


Janine — a student teacher from 
Redditch; 

Caroline — a sixth former from 
Workingham; 


and Jane — at school in Jarrow. 


As will be apparent, this is a wide mix of 
people, and this mix is intentional within 
Toc H. 


In addition, the Norwich ‘In Touch’ 
Toc H Youth Group kindly invited the 
volunteers to a barbeque on the final 
Sunday evening; and many local Toc H 
members were involved in various 
capacities. 


Saturday 3 August — after the volunteers 
arrived we had the opportunity to get to 
know the area and to see the toys 
provided for use in wet weather. 


Sunday — we had discussion sessions 
about Toc H (some volunteers had not 
previously been involved with Toc H 
Projects), about working with 
handicapped children (Do’s and Don'ts), 
about our plans for activities during the 
week, and about specific children. The 
school had kindly told us a little about 
each child, so each volunteer had an 
introduction to the child for which he or 
she had particular responsibility. 


Monday — was the first day with the 
children. As it was raining our planned 
trip to the beach had to be postponed 
and we spent the morning in the school. 
We were lucky enough to be granted 
£200 by the Warden Manor Award 
Scheme for the provision of toys and 
play equipment, including sticklebricks, 
jigsaws, books, a record player, buckets 
and spades, games and sport equipment, 
a table football game and a small snooker 
table, and with the addition of equipment 
from previous schemes and on loan from 
the Great Yarmouth Junior Gateway 
Club we were able to keep amused. In the 
afternoon it came out finer and we visited 
Fritton Lake and Country Park, where we 
enjoyed the assault course, boat and pony 
rides and a pitch and putt course. 


Tuesday — the morning was dry but cold 
so we had some time at the Nicholas 
Everitt Park, in the canoes and on the 
trampolines — then spent a very 
enjoyable afternoon at the Suffolk Wild 
Life and Country Park, with train rides 
and an inflatable as well as the animals. 


Wednesday — on this day we went out 
through the country and over the 
fascinating Reedham chain ferry — being 
videotaped on the way by John Grant 
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from the Social Services who was 
producing a record of all playschemes in 
the area to assist future planning. 


Thursday — was the only day we had 
nice enough weather to go on the beach 
(and even then it was not especially 
warm) so we headed straight there. 
Those who paddled said the water was 
freezing! 


And so on through until Monday 12 
August. 


It will be seen that we had a full and 
active programme, and all the volunteers 
— and, we hope, the children — were 
well pleased but tired by the end of the 
week. We do wish, though, that the 
weather had been more in our favour! 


Alison House’ 


The Committee of the Friends of 
Alison House would like to thank 
everyone who has given so generously 
to the fund during the past year. This 


has enabled us to add to the comforts 


of the house, and to beautify the 
gardens with roses and an arbour, from 
donations sent in memory of Margaret 
Morgan and Hilda Matthews. The 
house continues to be well used by 
Toc H members for Holidays, Leisure 
and Conference weekends, by local 
organisations and by some business 
firms for training courses. 

Faith Hewitt 
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. . . Jacarandas against deep blue skies, 
and the lovely yellow/orange Christmas 
trees of Western Australia. . . 

... Monster steaks at Barbecues, attended 
by green parrots as well as friendly Toc H 
members... 

. . . The impressive Audio/Visual alarm 
scheme in Western Australia, which 


John Mitchell 


organisations in fixing up 
alarms, and has just received $ 4,500 
from the Lotteries commission - . . , 
_. . Kwinana Branch who moved their 
huge headquarters, lock stock and barrel, 
to a new site, and which includes a 
second-hand clothes store, and a furniture 
store for the needy... 
. . . Trying my hand, or rather my mouth, 
on a didgery-doo, and the quality of 
silence 1 generated was memorable . . . 
_ . Black swans, cuddly Koalas and 
Kamikaze Kangaroos... 
_. . Several Branches asking to be linked 
with Branches in the UK as ‘Pen Friends’ 
— any UK Branches interested please 
contact the International Secretary! 

. Getting East and West totally 
confused — the sun has no business being 
in the North at midday. 

... Talking to a breakfast Rotary Club, at 
7.30 am... 

. . . Earning some black looks by calling 
the ABC the BBC just before a radio 
interview. 

. . . Earning more black looks by insisting 
on talking about cricket! 

. . . Meeting lots and lots of dedicated 
members whose love for Toc H is an 
enduring joy .. 

. .. Visiting the impressive Toc H camp at 
Victor Harbor, which can hold up to 120, 
and is fully catering . . . seeing the 


many 


a 


peautiful coastline nearby, the seven acr, 
of virgin bush in which the cam es 
situated . - - hearing about plans to py il 
a handicapped unit, and seeing the plague 
commemorating 50 years of Toc H 
camps. = 
_.. Meeting an exciting group of you 
people in Adelaide, and hearing of plans 
to start a group at a centre fae 
handicapped children . . . seeing round 
the centre and enthusing over the sort of 
imagination that leads to the building oF 
a skid-pan for wheelchairs and a specia] 
wheelchair seesaw . . . hearing about the 
houseboat converted for wheelchairs, and 
wondering what could be done to 4 
narrow boat.. ? 
ites Seeing the impressive Toc y 
Playground at Renmark, South Australia 
and hearing about the recent successfy) 
‘Wishing Week’. . - 
. . . Meeting other members of staff — 
Elaine Lambert and Kath Wood in South 
Australia, Helen Lamont and John 
Herrick in Victoria... 

. Being refused entry to a smart 
Melbourne Club because I wasn’t wearing 


a jacket . . . one was hastily found and 
the day was saved . . . informal lot, these 
Aussies . . ! 


_. . Barbecues, and lovely steaks . .. J 
averaged one barbecue every four days, 
and loved them... 

: Signs at the roadside saying, 
‘Wombats for 14Km’... 

. . . Picking my first grapefruit offa tree... 
.. . Jean Hayes, in Tasmania, who travels 
100 miles to every Branch meeting, and 
100 miles back again... 

. The Hobart Branch Padre, and 
Treasurer, Nat Sonners, who is blind, 
presenting the annual Accounts, in braille 
... tough on the auditors... 

... The Toc H Camp at Point Lonsdale 
by the lighthouse — impressive and busy, 
with 90 campers being catered for, and 
another 30 self-catering . . . 

. . . The Emergency Alarm scheme run 


from Mitcham Branch, with over 12,000 
alarms distributed, many transported free 
by the railways... 

. . -The deafening noise of cicadas .. . 
. . . The beauty of Canberra, it’s wide 
streets, lake Burley-Griffin, and the tea 
party at the lakeside to welcome me... 

. . Searching the night skies for the 
Southern Cross, and causing some dissent 
between learned astronomers! . . . but 
finally seeing it in the early hours during 
the World Chain of Light vigil . . . 

. . Sydney Harbour Bridge and the 
Opera House, and yet another home at 
which ] was made to feel totally welcome 
and at ease... 

... A welcome to ‘Australia’ as I landed 
in Queensland where everything is big — 
Toc H, the pineappples, the beaches, the 
cockroaches, political corruption, and the 
temperature. .. 

. . . Visiting Congeau House, the Toc H 
Holiday House on Bribie Island, and 
seeing the land on which there are plans 
to build a holiday home for handicapped 
children... 

. . . Flaming red poincianas and delicate 
white frangipanis .. . 

. . . Meeting numerous young people, and 
hearing about the schoop group at St 
Paul's school which is thriving . . . 

. Meeting members of Bribie Island 
Branch, and hearing their latest scheme — 
children were invited to write to Santa, 
and Toc H provided a reply to each child 
from ‘Santa’ which raised § 52. Among 
the toys requested were jeeps, tanks, 
T-shirts, ‘my own shoes’, bikes, cabbage 
patch dolls: and a pony. Among the 
inducements offered to Santa were a 
glass of milk, pancakes, wine, and beer, 
while lollies would be left out for the 
reindeer... 

.. . The excitement of the World Chain 
of Light in Maryborough. . . brilliantly 


organised, and well supported by 
members and other friends in 


Maryborough .. . the silence and warmth 
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CARING FOR PEOPLE 


of the late night vigil, and the excitement 
of a Civic Reception full of Toc H 
members of widely different ages . . . 
. . . Visiting the Guild Church of Toc H 
Queensland, in Brisbane, and seeing a 
stone from AU Hallows in Brisbane 
Cathedral... 
... Being overwhelmed with gifts almost 
everywhere I went... 

Lizards in the bathroom and 
cockroaches in the bedroom... 
. . . Visiting The Big Pineapple, in the 
wake of Charles and Di... 
. . . Saying goodbye and thanks to so 
many people who had given me a bath of 
warm hospitality and friendship, which I 
could never forget or repay... 

. . and, yes, bringing home a boomerang 
kindly presented to me by members at 
Kwinana, and, Yes, it does work, as a 
bruise on my left knee proves! 


The Toc H Guild Church in Brisbane, Queensland. 


ootnote: John Herrick, Staff member in 
Melbourne, related to me the tale of his 
very first contact with Toc H. At my 
insistence he put it in writing and I share 
it here in the certainty that it will be 
appreciated. 
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During the retreat of the British forces 
in Libya following the attack by 
Rommel’s Afrika Korps, as a member of 
the 9th Australian Division, I found 
myself part of the rear-guard covering the 
retreat of the main British forces to 
Tobruk. We were then at the top of the 
Derna Pass. 


Amongst the numerous vehicles and other 
materials of war abandoned at the top of 
the pass was a Toc H Amenities van. A 
quick examination of the van showed me 
that it was still stacked with numerous 
‘goodies’ including chocolates, cigarettes, 
writing materials etc. As the senior soldier 
in the immediate vicinity, I invited the 
Royal Signals and Australian Signals 
personnel to help themselves to these 
‘goodies’, but they demurred saying — 
‘We can’t touch that stuff, Sergeant, it 
belongs to Toc H’. To which | responded 
‘If we don’t do something very quickly it 
will belong to the Afrika Korps’ — and I 
didn’t intend to let that happen. They 
needed no second invitation. As soon as I 
was satisfied that the troops had gathered 
all they could carry, I tossed a couple of 
hand grenades into the van, and with the 
assistance from a couple of my men we 
pushed the vehicle over the cliff to utter 
destruction — THIS WAS MY 
INTRODUCTION TO TOC H. We 
eventually joined up with the remainder 
of the British forces in Tobruk — but that 
is another story. 


Round and abouf 


60 years in Ipswich 


About 80 members and friends from 
Norfolk, Essex and Suffolk attended a 
Festival in December to celebrate the 
60th birthday of Ipswich Men’s Branch. 
After a get-together in the hall, during 
which time many acquaintances were 
renewed, a Festival Service was held in 
All Hallows Church, conducted by the 
Vicar, with Rev John Hull, the former 
Toc H Chaplain, as guest preacher. 

A buffet tea was provided in the 
hall and this was followed by entertain- 
ment at which the Mayor of Ipswich and 
his wife were present. 


More flashing lights 


Bedford (J) Group’s flashing light scheme 
Started in earnest in December. The 
scheme was launched with a grant from 
the Warden Manor Award Scheme, and in 
a progress report the Group reports 
that applications for lights now run to 
double figures and more people are 
Suggesting needy acquaintances. ‘All 
those who had filled in their forms 
received a letter the following week 


Saying that in response to popular 
demand Bedford School Physics 
Department were developing a touch- 


Sensitive remote control switch and that 
in the meantime two of our younger 
members would contact them to arrange 
a visit during daylight hours, most 
probably at a weekend, to discuss the 
positioning of the equipment. 
Overwhelming proof of the inadequacy of 
the standard unit with wiring came from 
the special needs-of most applicants due 
to such infirmities as blindness and 
arthritis, and the problems of applicants 
on an lith floor are being considered 
in co-operation with their neighbours. 

‘In consultation with Mr Dennis 
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Waugh, sixth form boys have ead 
alternative infra-red handsets or oa 
sound receivers, which he is evaluat A 
and costing ready for, going ES 
production in next terms KENT 
afternoon activities. This will in 


boys of 14 and upwards. 
A le report relates that the first 


light was fitted just before Christmas, 
at the bungalow of an 84 year old lady, 
and that other applicants still waitmg 
received mince pies! 


Bangor Action Group 


Helen Tomlinson tells us of the 
encouraging developments of the BBBAG 
(featured in October Point Three). j 

‘Since the first project in May this 
year, “Bangor Brown Bread” Action 
Group has gone from strength to strength 
— doing a few odd things on the way.’ 

‘One member, Paul Baker, and a 
colleague from work Anne Jones, 
volunteered to do a parachute jump for 
Toc H and Mencap. Neither had 
attempted anying like it before, but 
despite nerves they both jumped and 
raised £300 for the group. 

Another weekend project took 
place again very successfully. With the 
interest generated from this, the group 
now numbers about 15 and plans are 
afoot for mother two projects, one fora 
week, so fund raising is the next priority! 
We need all the help we can get so if you 
are in Bangor or area please come along.’ 


...and briefly 


John Guntrip, of Bletchley (J) Branch 
received an award from the Royal British 
Legion for his efforts in selling Poppies. 
In 1984 he raised over £300 and in 1985 
increased this to £500 in five days, 
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THE 
EASTER 
VICTORY 


Richard Foy 


The Resurrection is as relevant to us 
today as it was to the early Christians 
Spring and Easter always come together 
and both tell us of new life. However, the 
events immediately preceding the first 
Easter gave no indication of 
Resurrection and the people involveg 
were concerned with security and their 
own safety, not with adventure. In fact, 
without knowing it, they were really 
trying to prevent the Resurrection 
happening. To keep the body of Jesus 
safe, Joseph rolled a great stone in front 
of the entrance to the tomb. Christ's 
enemies, not satisfied with these 
precautions, sealed the stone and guarded 
it. As for the terrified apostles themselves, 
they stayed ‘behind locked doors’, 


But no-one had taken God into account. 
He was not to be stopped by any 
man-made plans; the stone could not 
keep Jesus in and the locked doors could 
not keep him out. He rose on the third 
day and changed his disciples from 
frightened, despondent men and women 
into people ready to risk anything for 
him. 


We may criticise those early Christians for 
not believing and for shutting themselves 
away, but are we so different today? 
After all, they did not know that he 
would rise whereas we do, and yet we 
sometimes shut him out of our lives 
because we are afraid of what he will 
demand. 


We live in an uncertain world and are wise 
to take precautions against loss of 
possessions — to insure against fire, 
burglary and accident — but what is 
prudent in material things cannot be 
applied to spiritual matters. There are no 
spiritual shelters in which to hide for 
Protection. Easter victory calls us to be 
adventurous, not cautious. It calls us tO 
find real security by trusting the risen 
Jesus Christ. 


He holds us in His hands, nail-pierced 09 


Calvary, and in those hands we are secure 
for all eternity. 
SE ae aa a = ee 


High Brooms Branch Christmas Party 
which was enjoyed by 80 old folk. 
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Personality Point 


The following new members were registered during December/January: 


Mrs Margaret J Key (Belfairs W), Andrew 
D Stapleton (Central), John Ayre, Mrs 
Caroline M Andrew-Peacock, Mrs Melanie 
A Stephenson (Cleveland District), Miss 
Norah M Hicks (Dittons & Tolworth J), 
Harry Mackellow (High Brooms M), 
George Moody (Jedburgh M), Miss Una 
Williams (Leeds W), Mrs Cynthia Lilley 
(Mansfield Woodhouse J), Mrs Catherine 
M Farrow (Melton Mowbray W), Leslie 

A J Ford, Edwin B Oakley, Mr N B 


Farewell 


to Joyce Green who retires this month. 
Joyce has been one of the longest serving 
and most loyal ‘behind the scenes’ Toc H 
staff members. She started working in a 
Services Club in Leicester in the early 
1940s and joined the Movement as a full 
member in 1948, and was soon a Central 
Councillor and a member of the CEC of 
the Toc H Women’s Association. In 195] 
she started work as a shorthand typist for 
Barclay Baron and ‘Ches’ Chesworth at 
Toc H Headquarters in Francis Street and 
was thus closely linked with the Toc H 
Journal for many years. In 1965 she 
transferred to the staff of the Women’s 
Association as their Headquarters 
Secretary, and after integration became 
the Assistant General Secretary for the 
combined Movement. For the last eight 
years she has been the Headquarters 
Secretary at Wendover. Many members 
will have cause to be grateful for her 
contribution which has ensured that 
events like the Central Council have taken 
place smoothly and efficiently. Her office 
always reminded one of the Creation 
story, ‘out of chaos came forth order’ 
and she has lubricated and ordered 
many parts of Toc H in a way that will be 
sorely missed, as will her good humour, 
her hard work, and her deep devotion to 
the Movement. 


Weston, John E Worthington (Nailsea M) 
Mrs Helen Middleton, Mrs Violet Thoday, 
Mrs Dorothy M Worrall (Newport (IOW) 
W), David J Grigg (Oatlands M), Mrs Elsie 
Wheeler, Mrs Eileen H Gunn, Mrs 
Christine Betts (Rushden Pytchley W) 
Gilbert L Bedford, Basil Hall (Uckfield 
M), Ernest J Dale (Uxbridge), David F 
Saunders (Wimborne J). 


A warm welcome to 26 new members 


Welcome 


to Alan Le Pere who has been appointed 
Finance and Properties Officer. Alan has 
many years experience in Banking, 
mainly in the London area where he was 
born and bred. He is married with a 
grown up family, and is a keen motorist, 
cyclist and photographer. 


Congratulations! 


to Nick Gore (CEC member) and Connie 
Muller who are to be married, in 
Germany, on 4 April. There is no truth in 
the rumour that their honeymoon will be 
a tour of Toc H Clubs in BAOR! 
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‘Once upon a group’ 
by Michael Kindred 


All of us take part in the activities of a 
group at some time in our lives. Most of 
us work within a group setting most of 
the time, whether it be in the family, at 
school, at work or one of our social 
activities. 

It is useful to be more aware of 
what goes on in a group so that your 
contribution can be more helpful and can 
help you to be more sensitive to other 
people's needs and difficulties as well as 
your own. The little book, written by 
Michael Kindred, is intended to help you 
to do just that. It is aimed primarily at 
those people who want to know more 
about groups but not study them in 
depth. 

This is reflected in the amusing 
but cogent line drawings, a text which is 
brief and easy to read, and is noticeable 
for the absence of technical terms. As the 
author says “Have fun looking at the 
book. Take the issues seriously, but don’t 
take yourself too seriously’ . 

It would make a thought- 
provoking topic for a series of Branch 
nights! 

Ann Crouch 


‘Once upon a group’ by Michael Kindred, 
published by Southwell Diocesan 
Education Committee obtainable from: 
The Education Officer, Dunham House, 
Westgate, Southwell, Notts NG25 OJL, 
or Michael Kindred, 20 Dover Street, 
Southwell, Notts NG25 OE2. 

Cost: £1.50 (by post £1.80) 


ERT 


The new Toc H Community House in 
Newark Street, Stepney, has been 
officially opened by Bishop Jim 
Thompson, Bishop of Stepney. The large 
gathering included Toc H members and 
members of the local community. After 
declaring the House open the Bishop 
{seen here with house resident Rob 
Dixon) launched a 24 hour sponsored 
games playing marathon by residents of 
the House and their friends. This will 
provide funds to create a garden at the 
back of the house. 
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When I originally began to prepare this 
article thousands of citizens could be seen 
jogging on the pavements, side-roads and 
country lanes of England. Doubtless 
many were imitating some of the best 
athletes in the world from recent 
television relayed live and videod from 
Los Angeles. I have found to my dismay 
that many broadcasters, media personnel 
and writers fail to grasp or take sufficient 
account of the imitative effect of such 
imagery, yet we have sound evidence of 
its influence, for good or ill, within a 
number of Western societies. 


The imitative effect of film was seen 
dramatically in the disturbances in such 
places as Brixton, Bristol and Birmingham 
three summers ago. Last year there was 
an epidemic of violence around the 
British Isles through clashes between 
alleged pickets and the police and also 
between football supporters with each 
other and the police. More recently we 
have had the rash of riots this Autumn. 
Of the Brixton and Toxteth and 
Birmingham riots in 1981, Lord Scarman 
claims: ‘the media, particularly the 
broadcasting media, in my view, bear 
responsibility for the escalation of the 
disorders in Brixton on Saturday, 
11 April, and for their continuation the 
following day and for the imitative 
element in the later disorders 
elsewhere . . . I do urge editors and 
producers at all times to bear in mind 
that rioters, in their exhibition of 
violence, respond alarmingly to what they 
see (wrongly but understandably) as the 
encouraging presence of the television 
camera and reporter.’ 


To quote Sir Robin Day, taking a broader 
perspective in 1975: ‘of late civilised 
order has been increasingly threatened by 
unreason and lawlessness, violence and 
terrorism. Television may well have been, 
if not the cause, a contributing influence. 
By reflecting, television may have 
inflamed. By depicting, television may 
have magnified. By projecting, television 
may have incited. By accentuating, 
television may have encouraged. ’ 


Television and video recordings have a 
great deal in common. A video work in 
the context of this article means any 
series of visual images, with or without 
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sound, produced electronically by the use 
of information contained on any disc or 
magnetic tapes, and shown as a pone 
picture. Unlike straight television, the 
video recording offers great diversity not 
influenced by programme schedulers or 
the time of transmission by programme 
controllers. 

‘Video Island 

The video cassette recorder is not a 
peripheral variable within the United 
Kingdom. The Western world sometimes 
refers to us as ‘Video Island’ because it is 
estimated that over 20% of households 
now have a VCR and the incidence of 
them is increasing. 


The substantial amount of material 
available, showing that people get aroused 
by media material and want to go out and 
repeat it, is challenged by those who say 
that this is some kind of safety valve for 
them. Sweden, the country once hailed as 
permissive, has decided that enormous 
damage in human terms has already been 


nI 


Football viol 


ice in Cardiff in the 70s. 


caused within their society by the king of 
material to which I have referred a 
Sweden now has effective laws to penalise 
severely those who rent, hire, or sel] such 
material now widely available jn this 


country. 


How, I wonder, can we talk of a free 
society when we are allowing indiscipline 
and destructive influences to create 
disorder in all levels of our society, 
especially amongst the young, and also 
the emotionally immature and unstable? 
There is available some excellent materja] 
for use with VCRs, yet already, during 
the past two years, over 120 prosecutions 
have been made under the Obscene 
Publications Act against ‘video nasties’, A 
video nasty may be defined as a feature 
film which contains scenes of such 
violence, sadism and depravity, involving 
either human beings or animals, that it 
would not be granted a certificate for 
general release for public exhibition in 
Britain. Explicitly some of these films 
have been depicting scenes of torture, 
murder, rape, buggery, castration and 
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disembowelling, sadistic murder by 
degrees both of humans and animals. Also 
violence by smashed skulls, decapitation, 
death by axe, pitchfork, electric drill, 
razor, to name just a sample. Professor 
John H Court’s work, arguably the most 
comprehensive and convincing of 
demographic studies world-wide, shows 
the clear connection between the 
availability of imagery in pictorial form 
and the incidence of violence, especially 
of rape, within given societies. Where 
such material is freely available, as in the 
United States of America, Canada, 
Australia, and Scandinavian countries as 
well as United Kingdom, the increase in 
recorded rape is consistently and 
inexorably upwards. Where there is a 
restrictive policy in places such as Japan, 
Singapore, and New Zealand the trend is 
otherwise. 


Even taking account of such subjective 
variables as tolerance of, and attitude to, 
a given type of behaviour, record keeping 
and number of police available, the 
overall picture leaves the impartial 
observer with surely an overwhelming 
conclusion that the evidence points to the 
fact of a straightforward cause-effect 
connection. Court’s work of the late 
1970s does not, I believe, take account of 
the proliferation of the video work. He 
shows that what people watch and read 
influences them in what they may do, 
especially if they are emotionally 
vulnerable, immature and unstable. 
Court’s work has been notably endorsed 
by researchers such as G Abell and 
T Redecki. Abel has found that harmful 
imitative effects of violence in films 
triggered undesirable behaviour in 
unstable males towards females. Redecki 
presented much evidence on the causes of 
violence to the Council of Europe in his 
submission to the Commitiee on Culture 
and Education in Strasbourg in 1983. He 
claims that: ‘the most likely cause of the 
increase in violence is the massive 
amounts of violent entertainment being 
Sold to the American public . . . the 
violence in our society is coming from the 
culture of violence being taught by our 
entertainment media, most strongly by 
the... movie industries. This estimate is 
based on solid research findings . . . There 
is an under-estimate of the impact of 
entertainment violence because many 
indirect effects of entertainment violence 
are certain to add to the final outcome. 
Instance, several studies of adults have 
found that they are just as strongly 
affected by TV violence as children. 
Other family research shows that children 
learn a significant proportion of their 
violent habits from their parents, thus TV 


increases the angry and hurtful behaviour 
of American parents in a major way and 
thereby indirectly teaching violence to 
children through yet another avenue... 
other indirect effects include TV’s 
teaching of violence to one's peers, who 
in turn teach violence to the person in 
question. TV almost certainly teaches 
even our teachers to use more violence in 
resolving school problems, judges in 
handling court cases, and even leaders in 
handling international conflicts. It 
teaches such a tolerance for violence that 
we are allowing increasingly horrendous 
amounts in our homes, schools and 
Society without taking real action to 
eliminate its source . Records of 
violence have increased in almost every 
free country in the last ten years. This is 
the greatest world-wide epidemic of 
violence in history; it is certain that the 
heavy world-wide distribution of 
American film plays an important role in 
this increase . . . violence never should be 
used to entertain but only to educate the 
viewer realistically to the amounts and 
causes of real life violence, so that the 
viewer may have an accurate idea of the 
true consequences of violence.’ 


Redecki blames the total lack of civic and 
moral responsibility on the part of the 
film industry for the problems that 
society is having to accommodate. This is 
the view long held by that indomitable 
campaigner, the president of the National 
Viewers and Listeners Association: ‘the 
onus has too much been on the informed 
viewer faking offence, not the 
broadcaster for having given it’. 


“Young people witness 20,000 murders’ 


It is worth observing what is happening in 
America since we tend to follow that 
society in its virtues as well as its vices; it 
is estimated by the time a young person is 
18 years of age he or she will have 
witnessed about 20,000 murders through 
the medium of television. As mentioned, 
the incidence of violence is increasing and 
in particular the incidence of recorded 
rape has increased by no less than 274% 
if adjustment is made for population 
during the last ten years. For the same 
period prostitution has increased by 80% 
and prostitutes are getting younger; 
illegitimacy has increased by the 
staggering figure of 350%. The question 
is repeatedly being asked ‘how is this 
happening?’ J Edgar Hoover, when FBI 
Director, observed just before his death: 
‘the circulation of highly suggestive and 
offensive motion pictures and TV play an 
important part in the development of 
crime amongst our youth . . the 


Paul Rogoff 


character of crime has changed as a result 
of the simulation of salacious material, 
crime being no longer the mischievous 
acts of children but acts of violence, 
torture, rape, even murder, for which 
these publications condition -the minds 
of our children . . . the annals of crime 
are getting worse each year. ' 


The recent report in New Society 
provides interesting confirmation of the 
feminist argument that: ‘aggressive erotic 
films encourage violent sexual abuse of 
women, While researching sexual abuse of 
street prostitutes, Mimi Silbert and Ayala 
Pines of the University of California 
accidentally stumbled on considerable 
support for the latter argument (Sex 
Roles, vol 10, Nos 11/12 page 857). 

‘In the course of interviewing 200 
prostitutes, they were struck by the large 
number of unsolicited references to 
pornography. Many prostitutes who had 
been raped or otherwise violently abused 
reported that their assailants mentioned 
having watched ‘blue’ films. The fact that 
pornography presents violent sexual acts 
as enjoyable to both parties seemed to 
encourage men to copy what they saw. ' 


We now have the choice to have effective 
legislation to curb excesses or to allow 
the trend to continue, for standards to 
plummet and disorder to continue its 
inexorable upward trend. The present 
dilemma could, I contend, have been 
avoided if 20 years or so ago the Obscene 
Publications Act had been phrased in 
more concrete terms than the vague 
‘tendency to deprave and corrupt’. 


Freedom of expression is a cardinal 
element in any open democratic society 
and it must not be tampered with unless 
there are very good grounds for doing so. 
If, however, the evidence is incomplete, 
misunderstood or denied, the long-term 
consequences of assuming that it does not 
exist could be disastrous for the 
individual, the family, and wider society. 


We are just beginning to learn from the 
growing body of evidence of the imitative 
effects of forms of violence as depicted 
primarily for entertainment. To claim 
that this is the only variable for the clear 
increase in violence in Western society 
would be naive and there are clearly a 
number of other factors demanding close 
scrutiny. But the weight of evidence that 
this type of volatile material does harm is 
beyond doubt. It is thus surely essential 
to restrict the expression of it effectively 
if we are to avoid continuing human 
disasters. 

i t a I M O n 
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We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In April 
Robert B C Dyer (Western Approaches & 
Chiltern Vale District) 


In October 
Doris L Lloyd (Newbury) 


In November 

Thomas M Douglas (Skelmorlie & 

Wemyss Bay), Edward P Hillman 
(Rhiwbina), Alan W Howard (Beds & 
North Herts District), P Hugh B Lyon, MC 
(Gloucestershire District), Eric W 
Newman (Springfields District), 

Cyril Pratt (West Herts District), Marjorie 
Stedman (Oswestry), Kathleen E 
Waddington (Garforth) 


In December 

Annie G Barron (Ealing), Rowland F H 
Battye (Doncaster), William G Cameron 
(Southend-on-Sea), Mabel H Coe 
(Birmingham District), Garnet Cook 
(Crewkerne), Emily Fieldon (North 
Hinksey), Charles E Harris (Whitstable), 
Ethel M Hopkins (Medway & Sheppey 
District), Gerald Johns (Burraton), 
Stephen Maltby (Coningsby), Stanley G 
Porrett (Loughton), John R Vearey 
(South East Herts District) 


In January 

Dorothy Burlingham (South 
Worcestershire District), Denys F C 
Fairclough (Southdown District), Ida S 
Mackveley (Penn), Pearl A Welch (Sutton 
(Birmingham)) 


Doris Lloyd was always a wonderful example of 
courage and fortitude, although disabled and in 
continuous pain. Her husband was blind so she 
had to be the breadwinner, and despite her own 
handicaps she soldiered on with indomitable 
spirit. She helped with jobs whenever possible 
and shortly before her death was presented 
with a long service medal from the RWVS. In 
Toc H she found the fulfilment of her spiritual 
needs which gave purpose to her life. Thank 
God for her life. 


Ted Hillman gave many years of his life to 
Toc ll and was a loyal supporter and admirer 
of Tubby, and ‘Inky’ Bean, with whom he 
served as Deputy Warden ai Talbot House 
Seafaring Boys Club, Southampton. Ted could 
be relied on to help those in need, and any 
number of parenis, as well as the boys 
themselves, have reason to be grateful for his 
kindness and understanding. 

Ted was transferred to the Toc H 
Centre, Bristol in March 1967 where he did 
Stirling work until his retirement a yeur or so 
later. He then became the first, and well loved, 
Warden of the Cardiff Toc H Centre, and 
maintained his links with friends in 
Southampton, Bristol and Cardiff until his 
death. 


10 


Editor's Note: ; 
Due to pressure of space, the Editor usually has 


to reduce the length of tributes sent in — and 
will continue to do so unless the author 
specifically requests ‘All or nothing’! 


— 


Hugh Lyon, who died in January, was a Vice-President of TocI1. He was an eminent educationalist, 
being first Rector of Edinburgh Academy, and, from 1931 to 1948, the highly respected Head of 
Rugby School. His major contribution to Toc H was to give the young Movement invaluable links 
with schools, but he maintained his contacts, and in recent years was a good friend to Toc H in 
Gloucestershire. He was a man of vision and high idealism and his concern for people led him to be 
instrumental in the founding of the Marriage Guidance Council, and he also helped develop the 


youth work of the UNA. 


He was also a considerable poct, and in 1919 was awarded the Newdigate Prize fora poem 
about the state of France after the First World War. Among a collection of his poems published in 
the 1920s there is one that we print here, asa most appropriate memorial to a man of abiding faith, 


ENVOI 


Earth puts her colours by, 


And veils her in one whispering cloak of shadow. 


Green goes from the meadow; 


Red leaves and flowers and shining pools are shrouded; 


A few stars sail upon a windy sky, 
And the moon is clouded. 


The delicate music, traced 


In and out of the soft lights and the laughter, 
Is hushed, round ledge and rafter 

The last faint echoes into silence creeping: 
The harp is mute, the violins encased, 


And the singers sleeping. 


So, now my songs are done, 

Leave me to night awhile and the starlight gleaming, 
To silence and sweet dreaming, 

Here where no music calls, no beauty shakes me; 
Till in my heart the birds sing to the sun 

And the new dawn wakes me. 


Charlie Gray, who died in November, was one 
of the greatest characters of Toc H. He met 
Toc ll in Poperinge during the First War, and 
was a key member at the start of the very first 
Branch outside London, in Cheltenham. He 
maintained his links with Cheltenham Branch 
right through until his death. 

Charlic was a butler, and in that way 
came into contact with many fumous people. 
He organised the christening party of the 
second child of Princess Alexandra and the Hon 
Angus Ogilvy, and had many other contacts 
with Royalty. Later in his life he was much in 
demand as a toast-master, and HM The Queen 
Mother specially asked for Charlic to wait on 
her personally when making visits to the area, 
and she took the trouble to write personally to 
him while he was in hospital in his last illness. 

He was a man of great presence, charm, 
humour and a wonderful gift for friendship. 
He was a great example of the Toc H way of 
spreading the gospel without preaching it, 
and his influence wilt last long. 


Don Lockhart writes that ‘Cyril Pratt joined 
Berkhamsted Branch in 1947, later becoming a 
District member, A Central Councillor for a 
number of years, Cyril was a most loyal and 
hardworking member, having heen both 
Jobmaster and Secretary. He will be greatly 
missed by his fellow members of Toc H and by 
his Church. 


Tommy Douglas held office in the Skelmorlic 
and Wemyss Bay Branch since its inception and 
was, as his local paper put it ‘@ man who did 
not seek the limelight but worked hard behind 
the scenes of community life’. As well as his 
involvement with Toc H he was a keen Scout 
worker. 


Offa's Dyke District, and especially Oswestry, 
will long remember Marjorie Stedman, whosc 
loyalty, cheerfulness, good humour and ready 
smile will be greatly missed, as will her work for 
the local hospital, the blind and the elderly. 


Rowland Battye joined Toc H during the War, 
in India. He was a senior officer with the Social 
Services until his retirement, but also gave time 
serving on the Council of Voluntary Service and 
with the Blind, Physically Handicapped and 
Cancer Relief as well as being a Methodist local 
preacher. 


Stanley Porrett had been a member for 50 
years, and held many offices. After retirement 
he worked as a Guide at All Hallows Church, 
and was an active worker with leprosy relief 
and the Loughton Emergency Light Scheme. 


Another veteran of 50 years in membership was 
Garnet Cook who, on his 21st birthday on 
6 June 1931, had the distinction of receiving 
the Crewkerne Branch Lamp from the then 
Prince of Wales. He has served Toc H loyally 
since then, and will be much missed. 


Charles Harris was, Ernest Brook tells us ‘the 
king-pin of Toc H in Whitstable, and will be 
Sadly missed’. He had been a member for 40 
years, and held most offices at Branch and 
District. He was a kindly and gencrous man, 
whose main object in tife was ‘service’. 


We have received news from Canada of the 
death, on Christmas Eve, of Jean Newton. She 
and her late husband were housekeeper and 
warden of the Toc H Mark in Toronto for some 
40 years. Jean was a founder member of 
Toronto Women's Branch. 


Denys Fairclough, who died in January, was 
one of the very few remaining members of 
Toc H who joined via the Cavendish 
Association, which was incorporated with 
Toc H in 1921. 


We give thanks for their lives 


ourth 
Call... 


In the Old Testament story of the call of 
Samuel, the boy hears the call of God 
three times, and on each occasion, 
wanting to be obedient, Samuel runs to 
where he thinks he is being called, and 
three times he finds that he has confused 
both the direction and the source of the 
calling voice. In the end it is the insight 
and advice of Eli the priest that enables 
Samuel to respond to the fourth call. 


] feel a great sympathy for the boy, 
Samuel, running to where he thinks he 
has been called. | know the feeling only 
too well. I also sympathise with the 
apostle Peter who did not understand 
Jesus after spending three years with him, 
who failed him at the critical moment, 
and even after his reconciliation with 
Jesus and after having received the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, he still needed a very stiff 
rebuke from Paul to put him back on the 
right road. I suspect that Peter is not 
alone in getting confused, getting it 
wrong, failing at a crucial moment and 
needing a push in the right direction. It 
seems to be a fairly common pattern; 
perhaps it’s just part and parcel of being 
human. 


An interesting reflection on the stories of 
both Samuel and Peter is the fact that 
although they went on to fulfil their 
Separate and special ministries, Samuel 
Stayed a friend of Eli, and Peter 
continued as a colleague of Paul, each 
Serving the other from time to time. 


By now many of you will know that I 
have decided to respond to a call which at 
first sight seems to take me away from 
Toc H. I am sharing these thoughts with 
you because 1 want you to know that 
although | believe that there is a special 
Ministry beckoning me, I am not leaving 
Toc H. 1 am simply ceasing to be a 
member of the full-time, paid staff. If it 
IS possible for me to serve Toc H in a 


honorary capacity, 
Tallies, attend quie 
if I can serve by re 
of Toc H in any 
I will, The fact 


I will. If I can Speak at 
t weekends or festivals, 
Presenting the interests 
a if it is in my power 
ot Toc H being a famil 

and a way of life means that I pe 


committed to that way of life 
also a member of the family. prises 


It has been a difficult decision to make 
but I know that I could not live with my 
conscience if I did not attempt to ‘run in 
the direction I think | am being called’. 


So, where am I going and what will I be 
doing? 


Firstly, 1 will continue to write and 
broadcast. As St Paul says ‘God forbid 
that I should boast,’ but I must draw a 
Picture for you which may help you to 
see my dilemma about being called. Even 
as ! write these words I am aware that I 
must provide six ‘Pause for Thoughts’ for 
the BBC in two days time, and a further 
six scripts for the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service in seven days time. 
I have a book to finish, knowing that I 
have accepted a commission for a further 
book when the current manuscript is 
completed. A Catholic organisation wants 
me to record a dozen scripts for them this 
Saturday, and at the end of the month 
(January), 1 will be in the Australia 
Broadcasting Commission’s studios in 
London recording nine scripts for their 
Holy Week and Easter schedules. A drama 
group who have adapted one of my books 
wants me to attend a rehearsal to advise 
them, and Churches in Belfast have asked 
me to visit them to share insa week of 
prayer for reconciliation and peace in 
services based entirely on one of my 
books. 


Now there is the dilemma in a nutshell. 
The Toc H CEC very generously agreed to 
allow me to continue my writing and 
broadcasting whilst serving Toc H as 
Chaplain. At no time has Toc H 
prevented me or put any obstacle in my 
path; on the contrary | have always been 
encouraged to continue this ministry. At 
the time of joining the staff I thought 
that 1 would be able to fulfil both 
ministries. In practice it was not so easy. 
I found that I could not do justice to 
both callings, however much | may have 
wanted to. The danger was that | would 
end up doing neither satisfactorily. The 
question | had to face was, what is the 
best way for me to use such gifts as God 
has given me? 


The more I thought about it the more I 
realised that I had to wholeheartedly do 
one or the other; full-time Toc H work or 
full-time writing and broadcasting. 1 
could not do both. 


Secondly I have long believed that drama 
is an excellent method of stimulating 
thought about faith and theology within 
the community and that the Church 
ought to be involved in encouraging and 
developing this work at a professional 
level. 


I believe that a good play will reach more 
people, stay longer in the mind and form 
part of peoples thinking far more 
effectively than one or 50 of my sermons. 
It then occurred to me that I could not 
say ‘the Church ought to be involved’ 
whilst doing nothing myself — after all 
the Church is not ‘them’ — it is me. What 
this idea needs is someone who is 
professionally trained in both theology 
and drama. And there was | sitting back 
pontificating when F was in the unique 
position of having been trained in 
theology and having worked 
professionally in theatre, TV, films and 
radio. What this mission needed was 
someone like me — like me? 


So, secondly, ! am going to start a drama 
company. It will be called Emmaus 
productions. The company will 
endeavour to provide professional 
productions of plays of quality and depth 
for the various media outlets including 
the theatre. 


To do this requires funds, so to this end I 
am planning a tour of a dramatic 
production of my book ‘An Impossible 
God’. It will mean performing in 
Churches, Church Halls, Village Halls, 
Civic Halls and little theatres, at the end 
of which I might have raised enough 
money to be able to mount a very short 
run of one professional theatre 
production of a good religious play such 
as one of those written by T S Elliot, 
Dorothy L Sayers or Christopher Fry. 


The tour of ‘An Impossible God’ will be 
in Devon and hopefully end up at the 
Edinburgh Festival as part of a trilogy of 
one-man entertainments. At the moment 
the Emmaus company is a company of 
two, my wife June and me. Well, you 
have to start with what you have got. 


I hope to send you reports and pictures 
as things progress and, who knows, 
perhaps Toc H Branches might gather 
together an audience here or there, and 
invite Emmaus to visit them. 


In becoming a member of the Toc Ii 
Family | have gained so many brothers 
and sisters. | hope that the Family 
will forgive me for being one of its more 
prodigal sons, and despite my wanderings 
I also hope that | will be welcomed home 
from time to time. ] hope that with all 
my heart. 


a 


(Owing to lack of space, some 
letters have been held over — Ed) 
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The challenge from Durham 


Reading the first two letters in 
November’s Point Three made me look at 
the July edition to refresh myself of the 
articles referred to. 

It is to their shame that the Bible 
has been ‘taken out of context and 
distorted’ by men, such as the Bishop of 
Durham, and then flouted publicly. 
Similar remarks apply to the incident 
involving the Prince and Princess of Wales 
with the Church of Rome. 

As Christians, we ought to be able 
to reverse the situation, and remind 
ourselves of the Sovereignty of God, and 
His Son — the Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
we should rely on the pure Word of God 
for our spiritua] needs and assurances. 
The Lord Jesus, as the scriptures tell us, 
came to earth as a baby — lived a life of 
telling people of God’s love — was 
crucified, died and then rose again from 
the dead so that all who believe in this 
wonderful Gospel of saivation will have 
eternal life made possible because of the 
Resurrection! The Bible also makes it 
clear that Jesus will come again to take 
us, who believe, to be with Himself — 
read it in John 14. 

We who are Christians in Toc H 
will have no doubt that the Bishop of 
Durham is lacking by not having the 


Spiritual experience of conversion — it 
would be great to hear of him coming to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as his Lord 
and Saviour! 

When our faith and beliefs are 
subjected to doubts stirred up by 
theological teachings which are not 
Scriptural, we should be comforted by 
referring to the Scriptures, which are the 
pure Word of our Almighty God. 


John Anderson 
Broughty Ferry 
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I have read the two articles about South 
Africa from the great Toc H man in that 
troubled country, Alan Paton, and two 
people who I had not heard of before, 
Stephen and Jonathan Bach. Alan based 
all his arguments on his Toc H principles 
based on his Christian faith; our other 
two friends talked about what other 
people thought and quoted percentages, 
Gallup Polls and other, to my mind, very 
fragile arguments. How can two people 
who, by their own admission, spent only 
seven months in South Africa argue with 
a man who has, throughout his whole 
lifetime, been fighting the evil of 
Apartheid by his own example and his 
wide influence on others. 


1 think politics must be kept out 
of this question otherwise only chaos wil] 
result. 


Ernest Colverson 
Emsworth, Hants 


l have read with great interest the article 
in the January issue concerning the 
imposition of sanctions on South Africa, 
Whether sanctions, if strictly applied, will 
force the Pretoria Government to alter 
or amend its policies is open to question 
and there will always be those who will 
circumvent any such policy. This was 
never more obvious than in Rhodesia 
where sanctions had little or no effect 
whatsoever. 

There is no doubt that apartheid 
is evil and in my opinion barely one step 
removed from the treatment accorded to 
Jews in Germany and other parts of 
Europe. Whether sanctions, if operated 
on a global scale, will bring this state of 
affairs to an end remains to be seen. After 
all, discriminating laws against non-whites 
in South Africa have been in force for 
most of this century and no-one in the 
rest of the world seems to have bothered 
very much. 

The most repugnant thing about 
apartheid is that it is carried out in the 
name of Christianity practised by the 
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A gathering at Headquarters to say goodbye to Keith Rea. The picture shows the General Secretary, John Kilburn, presenting a 


barbecue as a farewell gift. 
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Dutch Reform Church and yet if Christ 
were to return to earth today under 
current South African legislation, he 
would probably be classified as non-white, 
which just shows how ridiculous the 
whole matter really is. I am not against 
sanctions, but human nature being what 


it is, I believe that commercial 
considerations will prevent anything but 
token sanctions ever being applied. 


Meanwhile we as members of Toc H can 
only continue to work to bring down 
racial barriers and reconcile man with 


man. 


John R Morgan 
Ruislip, Middx 


‘What’s ina name?’ 


There is one aspect of Eric Smith’s letter 
in the January issue of Point Three which 
worries me and that is when he refers to 
future staff at Talbot House, Poperinge 
needing to be ‘committed members of 
Toc H (not time-serving volunteers)’. 

} wonder about the need to make 
this differentiation between member and 
volunteer. I have now been a ‘committed 
member of Toc H’ for over 40 years and 
could be regarded as a long-term ‘time- 
serving volunteer’. Birmingham Toc H has 
recently been well served by a LTV who 


+ es Va a g 
Lucky for some! Thurrock Branch’s 13th annual bazaar 
running costs of the Branch’s two ambulances. 


was and is also a 


Toc H’. In such matters I feel we need to 
avoid any reference to volunteers which 
might be taken as denigrating the service 
they offer and we also need to beware of 


assuming superiority of service from a 
member. 


‘committed member of 


Robin Dunford 
Birmingham 


CEMS 


Towards the end of January the Annual 
General Meeting of the Church of 
England Mens’ Society (CEMS) accepted 
the recommendations of a report on its 
life and future prospects. These were that 
the Society had fulfilled its function and 
should now be wound up. This courageous 
decision was made in order to prevent 
the Society from merely fizzling out, 
with all the prolonged pain and distress 
which that would cause. 

In places where the Society was 
still strong groups of members may well 
continue to meet to pursue the aims of 
CEMS on a purely local basis. However, 
many groups had become small and weak, 
and for them the sense of loss is bound to 
be acute. 

A group of Padres recently met at 
Cuddesdon, and we suggest that Toc H 
Branches and Groups should take active 


Sine £300, which goes to the 


steps to offer the hospitality of their own 
fellowship where it is known that a CEMS 
Branch has closed. A simple ‘phone call 
to the Vicar of any parish is all that is 
needed to discover whether there is such 
a need, and a personal approach can then 
be made to past members of the CEMS. 

We hope very much that Branches 
and Groups will be eager to offer 
hospitality in this way. 


Ken Bloxham, Maurice Cuttell 
Alan Johnson, Bob Knight 
Hugh Potts, Colin Rudd 
Frank Topping, Edgar Wallace 


Membership Giving 


I see in the account of Central Council in 
January’s Point Three that there has been 
yet another discussion on membership 
giving. Ever since | joined Toc H in 
1937/38 this seems to have been a hardy 
annual. 

Some Branches go all out to raise 
funds for Family Purse and most 
members give what they can afford in self 
assessment. 

! do not feel that members should 
be dictated to in this matter. 


Amy Ottway 
Putney 


ROW cenrornes: Fife 


The Sunny Summer Show is an 
organising body of young people 
whose task each year is to run 
playschemes and community events 
throughout the town of Glenrothes in 
the May - August periods. 

There is a particularly busy 
period (Saturday 5 July - Saturday 
16 August this year) when additional 
help is needed from volunteers from 
abroad and other parts of the UK. If 
you want challenging work and the 
chance to make many new friends 
then join The Sunny Summer Show. 
Full board and food are provided and 
we ask for a contribution towards 
running costs of £5 per week. 
Minimum age is 18 as at 1 July 1986. 


Applications to: Jan White, c/o Area 
Community Service Office, South 
Street, Glenrothes, Fife.Telephone: 
Glenrothes 754650. 
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Freewill Offering Envelopes 


ti“ THEOFFERING 
< ENVELOPE IS PERFORATED 
FOR EASE OF OPENING 


JUST 
“PULL APART! 


THE BOOKLET 


Contains 52 envelopes measuring 
57mm x 57mm (24X 23”), these 
being suitable for all banknotes 
and coins. 

Envelopes are printed with the 
NAME OF YOUR CHURCH, 
NUMBERED AND DATED AS 
REQUIRED. 


ANAE continues unceas- 
ingly, nd your support is greatly 
ee 


555 JULY 14 | 
i 


The printing may include the following 
standard text, either in English or Welsh language 


“Upon the first day ofthe week let “Y dydd cyntafo’r wythnos, pobun 
everyone of you lay by him in store as God ohonoch rhodded heibio yn el ymyl, gan 
hath prospered him” Cor. xvi. 2. drysori, fel y llwyddod Duw ef” 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
Ifyou are unable to be with us this week, Os na ellwch ddyfod l’r cyfarfod, cofiwch 
please bring any contribution missed when fody gwaith yn galw am eich cefnogaeth. 
next you attend service. God’s work Y tro nesafy byddwch yn bresennol, a 
continues unceasingly, and your support is fyddwch garediced a llanw’r Amlenni am y 
greatly appreciated. Suliau a gollwyd gennych. 


Envelopes printed in English can commence from the first Sunday of any month. 
Those printed in Welsh can be supplied dated from the first Sunday of January only. 


Numbering must be consecutive, irregular numbering cannot be undertaken. 
The minimum order quantity is 50 booklets. Larger quantities are supplied in multiples of 5. 
Special printings can be made for specific purposes, e.g. Church Building Fund, Sunday School, etc. 
Offering envelopes can be supplied in WHITE, BLUE, GREEN, YELLOW and PINK. 


Manilla envelopes into which a single booklet can be inserted, are available at extra cost. 


NOTE - Orders for Booklets must be received three months before the 
commencing date, except January datings which must be received in August. 


FOR SAMPLES, PRICE LISTS AND ORDER FORMS, 
J UST TELEPHONE 0245 380465, OR WRITE TO: 


A Co-operative Owned by Charitable and Religious Organisations 


SOCIAL-SERVICE-SUPPLIES ===> 


Stepfield, Witham, Essex CM8 3BY. Telephone 0245 380465 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 

Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 SBR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 66704 


Perseverance House 
Firth Street 
HUDDERSFIELD 
West Yorkshire HD1 3BL 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
Temittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
Charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Fditorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds qui i il- 

quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, kev fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your reanirements, Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD! 3HE. 


Gopak Ltd 


FOLDING TABLES 


IRVING SILVERWOOD 
(HUDDERSFIELD) LIMITED 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


Competitive rates of premium for members personal insurances 
including — 
house, buildings and contents: 
motor: 
personal accident: 
health: 
life assurance: 

endowment and investment. 


We welcome requests from members for quotations which we 
provide free of charge and without obligation. 


INSURANCE BROKERS TO TOC H 


* TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 
* GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightwei 


with maximum s 
minimu trength, 


Ideal indoors or ou 
tdoo. 
fund-raising events... Kis 


HUNDREDS OF TH 

used nationwide in ce 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals . . . 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
Opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


Telephone 0484 22200 
Telex 51458 
Comhud G for Eastwood 


ick, Clacton, Essex. Sea wall chalet, ideal 
ie adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All” electric. April to 
October £32 pw. Apply: Miss Nicolls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


Clacton five berth caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities including pool, shops, 
children’s playground and social centre. 
May/June £55 pw, July £60 pw, August 
£70 pw, September £55 pw. Full details from: 
Mr J A Turner, 60 Hall End Road, Wootton, 
Beds MK43 9HP. (Tel: 0234 768410). 


liday accommodation, Falmouth, Cornwall 
AEI house. Well appointed. Five adults 


` Convenient for beaches and town. 
and cot. Co AEF 


week, May to September, i 
D and 2/16 August). Gatiss, 
Falmouth 312689. 


FROBURN FOOTMA 


Patent No 21164208B 


a` VAT included 


For large feet or where the weight of the 
bedclothes is a problem we suggest the 8™ 
high madel at £18 inclusive. Indeed the 8” 
high model forms 90 per cent of the sales. 


Designed to prevent the loss of heat from 
the feet and to reduce the weight of 
bedclothes from the feet and ankles by 
fitting on the side will relieve sciatica. The 
FOOTMATE Patent No 2116420B has 
proved most beneficial in promoting 
warmth in the lower limbs. Simple to fit 
needs no electricity or hot water, over 1000 
already sold, this improved model has 


greater support under the mattress. 
Available from: 
A.G.BLACKBURN 


C/O CONINGSBY METALS LTD 
SILVER STREET, CONINGSBY 
LINCOLN LN4 4SQ 
TEL: (0526) 42476 


Residential 
Leisure 
Activities 
1986 


In the Residential Leisure Activities 
1986 Leaflet the introduction to the 
three weekends at Colsterdale may be 
open to misinterpretation in some 
respects so it should be noted that 
these weekends are specifically 
intended for people to make bookings 
on an individual or family basis which 
they might not otherwise be able to 
do under the normal group/self 
catering arrangements, and that the 
cost per person includes all meals. 


To deal with unemployment in the long term 
new attitudes to work, to capital and to growth 
must be inculcated. Marion Loring, author of 


Christian View of Economics (£4) runs 
workshops, correspondence courses etc on 
new economics. Brochures from Values 
Economy School, 53 High Park Road, Ryde, 
Isle of Wight PO33 1BX. 


Fund raising. Spring flower bulbs for resale at 
Direct from Grower Prices. Good profits to be 
made on quality daffodils, tulips, crocus, 
hyucinths etc. Add a new dimension to your 
Autumn Fayres, Coffee Mornings etc. Price 
list sent on request. M K & B Chappell, Fengate 
Road, West Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs. 

Tel: Pinchbeck Bars 381. 


14/16  Project:Leckhampton Lake Open 
15 CEC Meeting U n 
SW Regional Council r 


21/23 Conservation Weekend: Dunstable Open 

27/31 Holiday for Mentally Handicapped Adults: Cuddesdon Open | 

27/ 3 ~ Project: Leckhampton Lake Open 
April 


Year Two 


The second Great Strait Raft Run up 
the Menai Strait is to be held on 
Monday 26 May 1986. Full details of 
the most successful 1985 Raft Run 
were given in October's edition of 
Point Three. 


4/ 6 Folk and Craft Weekend: Colsterdale Open 
New Games Weekend Open 

7/12 Exploring Dartmoor, Leisure Week at Kingsteignton Open 

11/13 Central Councillors Training Weekend: Cuddesdon 


Project: Mountain Conservation, S Wales Open 
2/5 Weekend visit to Talbot House, Poperinge Open 
3 Notts & Derby Area Gathering: Ravenshead Open 
3/ 5 Health and Fitness Weekend: Kingsteignton Open 
10 W Mids and S Wales Regional Council 
10&11 SW Region Quiet Days: Compton Turville Open 
12/15 Staff Conference: London Colney 
23/30 Project: Children Camping, N Yorks Open 
26 Great Strait Raft Run: Bangor, Gwynedd 
30/ 1 Weekend without words: Kingsteignton 


Raft entries are now invited. There 
will be a limit of 60 rafts this year. 


|| For further information please contact: 
Raft Run HQ, c/o 40 Sackville Road, 
{| Bangor, Gwynedd, with a stamped 
addressed envelope. Failing that, 
contact Helen Tomlinson, 3 Williams 
Terrace, Llanfair PG, Ynys Mon, 


ii Gwynedd LL61 5JA. 


© Birmingham 


4 - 6 April 1986 


Open 


at Port Penrhyn 


North Wales Come and learn about New Games — 
Games of co-operation, 
24 -26 May 1986 inclusion, and unity — 


and great fun! 
Come and spend the weekend at Port Penrhyn, the 


Toc H Adventure Centre, with lots of others from all — How to play them 
over the country! — When and why to use them 
— What you need 
— Meeting people and meeting new friends — Practise playing them 
— Supporting and helping the Toc H Raft Race 
~ Swopping ideas and sharing debates in Toc H today and at the same time — meet a lot of new friends 
— Exploring the hills, mountains and water from all over the country for what promises to be a 
great Toc H weekend! Approximate cost £7.50. Bring 
If you are young in spirit, can cope with sleeping in a a sleeping bag. Please let us know if you are 


sleeping bag on the floor, then you qualify! vegetarian! 


Send firm bookings with £5 (total cost) to secure ALL ARE WELCOME — but book your place now 
your place, to: (only 20 places) by writing to: 


Judi Edwards 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


